Growth of postoperative remnants of unilateral vestibular nerve schwannoma: role of the vestibular ganglion.
Histopathological examination of seven temporal bones from patients who underwent a removal of vestibular nerve schwannomas by the translabyrithine or middle fossa approaches has demonstrated small tumor remnants that failed to grow as long as 25 years after surgery. In spite of the high incidence of residual tumors, the clinical recurrence rate of tumors operated at our institution by the translabyrinthine or middle fossa approaches is low (0.3%). Immunohistochemical labeling of dividing cells demonstrated that segments of tumor adjacent to the vestibular nerve and ganglion contained more dividing cells than were present in areas of the tumor at a distance from them.